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Western Desert Expedition 2011
Detailed Itinerary

This remarkable journey is a must for lovers of seriously remote country and includes a huge diversity of beautiful desert landscapes. From Alice Springs we travel out past Uluru (Ayers Rock) and the Olgas, where we leave the bitumen and travel west through the Peterman Ranges to the Rawlinson. On the abandoned section of the Gunbarrel Highway we travel to Warburton, and then north along the Heather Highway to the Gunbarrel. We continue on through the Gibson Desert, taking the Gary junction Road to Windy Corner, and then along the Talawanna Track to the Canning Stock Route. We travel briefly along the Canning to Georgia Bore, and then head west to Newman. North to Marble Bar - Australia’s hottest town, we then explore the stunning East Pilbara and Rudall River National Park with its stunning Desert Queen Baths. From Rudall River we travel to Kunawarritji, and again cross the Canning Stock Route at Well 33. Its then through the Desert Oak forest at Jupiter Well and along the Gary Junction Road past Sandy Blight Junction and Papunya, and into the Western Macdonnell Ranges, and on into Alice Springs.


B = Breakfast L = Lunch D = Evening Meal C = Camping M = Cell Phone Coverage (usually Telstra in remote regions) P = Payphone Available S = Shower or swim 


Day 1

Either pick up at Alice Springs hotels at 07.00am or Fly in from Melbourne or Sydney on the morning of departure where you are met at the airport at Ayers Rock (Uluru) by the Diamantina convoy. If you wish to explore the rock, arrive a few days early, we also pick up at Yalara resort. Once the bags are loaded we head for the Western Desert. Traveling past Uluru and Kata Tjuta, we leave the bitumen and the crowds behind and enter Aboriginal Lands. An hour later we stop at Lasseter’s Cave on the Hull River. It is here the ill fated prospector sheltered for a month during summer before perishing. We continue on through the stunning Peterman Ranges with towering red stone ramparts and majestic Desert Oak forests past the community of Docker River. Shortly after crossing the Western Australian border we arrive at our camp on the Rebecca River, named by Ernest Giles in 1874. We camp beneath ghost gums surrounded by the spectacular Peterman Ranges.
L D C M P 
Day 2
Your first morning in the outback. Awake to birdsong and a hearty breakfast before we travel past the Schwerin Mural Crescent Range to Giles Meteorological Station. We will be given a guided tour of the facility by a Meteorologist, who will explain the activities of the station, its contribution to Australian weather forecasting, and give us an insight into what it is like to live and work in this, the most remote Meteorological Station in Australia. From Giles, we travel along the southern flanks of the Rawlinson, along what is today known as the "abandoned section" of the Gunbarrell Highway. We camp in the Lake Christopher region.B L D C






Day 3

We spend a full day exploring the Abandoned section of the Gunbarrel Highway, looking at the spectacular scenery, Aboriginal rock holes, and camp in the hills outside Warburton.
B L D C P
Day 4
We arrive in Warburton. After a shower at the Caravan Park we visit the Tjulyuru Arts Centre. This is a magnificent modern centre with lots of Aboriginal art, including stunning examples of slump glass work. Taparti Bates won a Normanby art prize with this glasswork. After lunch we leave Warburton and head along the Heather Highway to Mt. Samuel Junction.
L B D C S P
 

Day 5

We follow the Gunbarrel Highway to Mt Beadell and Mt. Everard. At Everard Junction we turn north along the Gary Highway and a wonderfully remote camp in the mulga and spinifex of the Gibson Desert.
B L D C 

Day 6
We travel to Windy Junction, named by Len Beadell, where we turn west along the Talawanna Track. We traverse wonderfully remote and inspiring scenery to our camp at Midway Well, an abandoned outstation.
B L D C S
Day 7
We arrive on the Canning Stock Route, just north of Well 24. We visit the Well, a rockhole blasted and dug out of bedrock in a dry gorge, and continue on past Well 23, the old fuel dump to Georgia Bore, where we refill with water from the hand pump. We continue on to camp near Balfour Downs.
B L D C 
  
 

Day 8
We travel to the modern mining town of Newman. Whilst we reprovision with fresh supplies we have shipped up from Perth, there is time for a shower and a look at the town before we head north to our camp on the Marble Bar Road. 
B L D S C M
Day 9
We visit the town of Marble Bar, with its famous "Iron Clad Hotel", and of course the famous jasper reef or bar that the town was named after, before heading east along the Telfer Road to our camp at The Twins. 
B L D C 



Day 10
We take a abandoned four wheel drive track into the magnificent and little known East Pilbara, fording the Oakover River and heading south for a swim and lunch at Eel Pool, a spring fed oasis of warm water beside ancient Melaleuca trees. This is our pick as one of the best swims in Outback Australia! After lunch we travel through the Woodie Woodie and Nifty Mines into the Great Sandy Desert. We camp on a magnificent clay pan beneath an iron red rocky range just north of Rudall River National Park
B L D C 
Day 11
We enter the Rudall RiverNational Park,- the second largest National park in Australia (after Kakadu), a wonderfully remote wilderness area where the Great Sandy Desert meets the Pilbara. Travelling down a long valley with spectacular cliffs on either side we arrive at the fabled Desert Queen Baths. The afternoon is free to explore the gorge and swim in one of the many rock pools
B L D C S



Day 12
We depart Rudall River and head north to the Telfer Mine Road, where we head east into the Great Sandy Desert. We visit the Aboriginal Community at Punmu, and travel to our camp at Lake Auld.
B L D C  M

Day 13

We visit the the Aboriginal Community of Kunawarritji. After refuelling, we travel east across the Canning Stock Route to Gary Junction, we continue on through the Desert Oak forests by Jupiter Well to our camp at Dover Hills.
B L D C S P
Day 14
We travel east along the Gary Junction Road. We cross the West Australian Border and continue on to Sandy Blight Junction. We camp just beyond the magnificent massif of Mt. Liebig.
B L D C 



Day 15
We visit the art centre at Papunya, widely considered to be the home of the Western Desert art movement. We enter the Western Macdonnel Ranges, and enjoy a scenic drive south to the community of Haasts Bluff. After a visit to the art centre, we continue on to Glen Helen, where the Finke River cuts a spectacular gorge through the range and on along Larapinta Drive to Alice Springs, arriving late afternoon and the end of a wonderful adventure
B L D C S P M
[image: image4.png]
[image: image2.jpg]

